The Bloody Assize
fear* A psychologist or nerve specialist might be able,
from the many contemporary accounts of this unpleasant*
trait in his judicial behaviour, to explain its physical cause
and effect. One reads of it and wonders. Why was the
man endowed with this curious and disgusting power, and
why was he unable to control himself from exhibiting it ?
In this case it failed to terrorize the Grand Jury, because,
although he dealt with them as units, they were still mem-
bers one of another and answered individually their corporate
decision. This gave them courage to prevail. Jeffreys had
the bar of the Court cleared. Three times did he make each
Grand Juror pass before him, and to his intense surprise and
disgust one after the other they all pronounced the magic
word ignoramus in a clear, ringing voice.
Terrorism of a compact human body of earnest men
was too much even for Jeffreys, and " in a transport of
rage " he dismissed them with the assurance that " It was
impossible for God from heaven to pardon their perjury."
Smith was sent back to Newgate, but later released
on bail, and Jeffreys had ultimately to resign his Recorder-
ship after having submitted to a reprimand on his knees
at the bar of the House of Commons. But he had given
the King and the Duke of York a display of his peculiar
talents in administering justice, and here was a man fit
to serve them in their attacks on the liberty of their people.
From this moment his star was in the ascendant* He at
once became Chairman of Middlesex Sessions, and presided
at Hicks's Hall on Clerkenwell Green, a mean Court-house
with a round house attached and a pillory adjacent, which
were built by the wealthy mercer, Sir Baptist Hicks, in
the reign of James I.
Jeffreys was now, in 1680, only in his thirty-third year,
and when Charles arranged with Louis for a supply of money
to enable him to dissolve Parliament in March 1684, there
were immediate tasks for a lawyer of his type which were
bound to bring promotion. Jeffreys was great in all the
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